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Dear Parents and/or Guardians: 

First off, thank you for your continued cooperation and support of our school district as we work through this difficult 
challenge together.  I spent the majority of the day at the Bergen Boulevard School today, and it was great to see students, 
staff, and many parents at drop-off and pick-up. 

Again, the parents and their children continue to not show any symptoms at this point, which means Ridgefield continues 
to have no known cases of the coronavirus.  Much like today, we are to continue moving forward with regular school 
days. 

And, the Ridgefield Health Department, in conjunction with New Jersey Department of Health guidelines has indicated 
that the children of the family are free to return to school when their parents deem it appropriate.  I really appreciated 
some of the conversations I had with many of you today about the need to also support this family as members of our 
community - I think it says a lot about the Ridgefield community. 

Last night, updated guidance was provided to schools from the Governor's Office and the New Jersey Department of 
Health, which included the following: 

 - At this time, respiratory illnesses are much more likely to be due to common viruses (e.g., influenza, common cold) than 
the coronavirus; 

 - Special sanitizing processes beyond routine cleaning, including closing schools to clean every surface in the building are 
not necessary or recommended to slow the spread of respiratory illness; 

 - If a family member of a student is quarantined, the student(s) are not restricted from coming to school.  The restrictions 
begin and stop with the individual person who is quarantined unless otherwise noted by the Ridgefield Health 
Department; 

 - Superintendents should continue to work closely with local and state officials when making decisions regarding 
dismissals or closures on a case-by-base basis.  

Importantly, this is the key to maintaining a calm and responsible, collective community approach to our situation. 
Making informed decisions based on the most up-to-date guidance from the Ridgefield Health Department and the New 
Jersey State Department of Health ensures we are taking our directives from experts in the science and health care fields. 
Feeling anxious or nervous is understandable right now, particularly in light of the non-stop media coverage we have all 
experienced about the coronavirus.  But, being well-informed, clear-eyed about the facts, and making decisions based on 
the expertise of our local and state authorities is what is necessary to overcome this challenge. 

To that end, I would again urge parents who might have specific questions about the coronavirus to call the New Jersey 
Department of Health's 24-hour hotline at 1-800-222-1222 or visit https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/nvoc.shtml for 
more facts and information.  And, the Ridgefield Health Department is an excellent community resource and can be 
reached at 201-943-6062.  
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Finally, you can help at home by working with your children on taking preventive measures such as covering one's mouth 
when coughing, sneezing into a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands), avoiding touching your eyes, nose, and mouth, 
washing hands often for at least 20 seconds, keeping your child home if they are sick, and getting a flu shot. 

We will be sure to let you know if there are any additional updates in the future. 

Thank you. 

Rory McCourt 

Superintendent of Schools 
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